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Programs & Services
Bloorview School

Family Resources
The Resource Centre offers education and support for children and

youth as they develop and grow, to increase knowledge and
understanding, promote health and well-being, and to foster greater
independence and self-advocacy.

Links
Feedback for Bloorview
Warmline

Contacts
Professional Education This online Resource Centre aims to increase access and make it
Research easier for families to find information and is an extension of our
physical Resource Centre at Holland Bloorview Kids Rehabilitation
Hospital

Foundation
Careers

Volunteering Clients, families, staff, professionals, students and volunteers can

Newsroom use the Resource Centre to learn about Holland Bloorview’s programs,
services, equipment and disabllity-focused information. ami
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HOW TO FIND 
A SUMMER 

CAMP        
SELECT
There are hundreds of day and overnight camps in Ontario for families to choose from. Some may be specialized, with a focus on activities such music, drama, life skills, therapy, academic skills or sports; others may be more general, with a variety of recreation activities (for a list of contacts with information about summer camps, please see the other side of this sheet). Involve your child when looking at camp brochures or videos; ask friends at school or in your community about a favourite camp; ask your child what activities he or she likes best; talk about which is preferable, day camp or overnight camp; ask if you can visit the camp beforehand or if there's an opportunity to meet and talk with past campers and/or their parents.

UNDERSTAND
Understand what each camp or summer program has to offer. Some camps may provide 1:1 support, have volunteer opportunities or offer half-day programs. No two camps are alike. All camps have a unique environment or culture --- for example, some may be more structured while others may have a more casual atmosphere; others may focus on a special activity such as tennis or music.
MEET NEEDS, INTERESTS & ABILITIES

Talk with the camp staff about your child’s needs and what he or she has to offer. The interactions between campers are enriched when participants have a variety interests and abilities to share. 

If special arrangements such as 1:1 support are required, discuss them with the camp director. 

For respite worker information, call respiteservices.com, CHAP Program, (416) 322-6317, ext. 1 or register online at www.respiteservices.com. All camps are different, so check to find out if the program suits your child's interests, needs and abilities.

MONEY
Some camps have subsidy programs or are sponsored by government agencies, community groups and local service clubs. To get information, contact disability-related organizations such as Easter Seals (416) 421-8377, your local treatment centre (speak to your Social Worker) or your community parks and recreation department (for example, the City of Toronto provides a subsidy through the “Welcome Policy”). Don't hesitate to ask the camp director --- he or she may have suggestions too. 

Please see more contacts on reverse of this sheet.

EARLY
Start your search early. It takes time and energy to look for the right summer program. Give yourself time to find what you want. It's easier if your search is not left to the last minute because many camps fill up quickly.

REWARD
There's no greater reward than knowing your child has had a wonderful summer. Winters are often so busy with school and appointments that summer is a welcome break and a chance to shine. The planning you do now is well worth the effort. 

CAMPS

The ONTARIO CAMPING ASSOCIATION has an annual camping guide of over 300 accredited member camps with a special needs chart to help you choose the right program for your camper. 
Just call (416) 485-0425 or visit www.ontariocamps.ca
ASSOCIATIONS

Summer information/resources are provided by many disability-oriented associations such as: 
· AboutFace (for individuals with facial differences) – 1-800-665-3223

· CHAMP (The War Amps – Programs for ages 18 and under) - 1-800-267-4023

· Easter Seal Society of Ontario - (416) 421-8377 or 1-800-668-6252 

· Geneva Centre For Autism – (416) 322 -7877

· Muscular Dystrophy Association - 1-800-567-2873 

· OAFCCD (Ontario Association for Families of Children with Communication Disorders) - (519)842-9506

· Ontario Brain Injury Association - (905) 641-8877 or 1-800-263-5404 

· Ontario Federation For Cerebral Palsy - (416) 244-9686 or 1-877-244-9686 

· Ontario Juvenile Arthritis Association - 1-800-321-1433 

· Ontario March of Dimes (ages 18 and up) - (416) 425-3463 or 1-800-263-3463 

· Special Olympics Ontario - (416) 447-8326 or 1-888-333-5515

· Spina Bifida and Hydrocephalus Association of Ontario - (416) 214-1056 or 1-800-387-1575 

· Variety Village Sport Complex - (416) 699-7167 

Call your local children’s treatment centre and ask to speak to a Recreation Therapist, Occupational Therapist or a Social Worker for information about programs, contacts and groups in your community. If you have a cottage or plan home activities, you can find students or volunteers through community colleges or agencies such as Extend-A-Family, (416) 484-1317, or 1:1 support workers through agencies like the CHAP Program at (416) 322-6317, or visit www.respiteservices.com
MAINSTREAM

Your local Parks & Recreation provide excellent recreation opportunities all year. When you call, ask to speak to someone in charge of special needs or the Director of Recreation. Just look in the Blue Pages of your telephone directory, call your City Hall or search online for RECREATION or SUMMER CAMPS and the name of your city or town, using a search engine such as “Google”. For Scouts (boys & girls) - (416) 490-6364; Girl Guides - 1-800-565-8111; YMCA - (416) 928-9622 or 1-800-223-8024; Boys and Girls Clubs - (905) 943-9260; remember to check your local schools, places of worship and community centres too!

PUBLICATIONS & WEBSITES
Publications such as Exceptional Family magazine www.exceptionalfamily.ca, Abilities magazine www.abilities.ca and Active Living magazine www.activelivingmagazine.com, often provide articles and 

sections on summer camps. Visit your library to browse through magazines, newsletters and community bulletin boards or newspapers. If you prefer, check websites such as www.ala.ca, www.abilityonline.org, www.kidscamps.com/ and www.ontariocamps.ca for good sources of information.



































2
1

